
 

 

 
Current Board of 

ACPMB  

Dear Colleagues, 
 
It has been almost seven years since our association was 
officially established in 2008 after the Wenchuan 
earthquake. Under the Constitution and Bylaws, with the 
visionary leadership of the past Presidents and Boards as 
well as the enthusiastic participation of our members, the 
Association has become an important part of our lives – 
one of the first in Chinese history in Canada. Here, 
please let me sincerely thank all of you for being the 
driving force for the development of such an association, 
for the benefit of not only our members but also of 
students and the community at large. 
 
With so much having been done by past Boards, one 
may wonder what’s in the next year. Under the new 
Constitution and Bylaws after the transition was approved 
by Industry Canada in October, the Board will have more 
responsibilities in setting out plans and carrying out 
activities on behalf of our members. With this trust by the 
ACPMB members, there are a lot more ideas and 
activities in our minds, but here I’d like to call for your 
attention to the following points: (Continued) 
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Education Consul, Dr. Weiya Xu, and 
his colleagues in Toronto, our 
members are advised to take 
advantage of the Chunhui Program (
春晖计划), which provides financial 
support for trips to visit university 
colleagues in China. So far, our 
former President Dr. Xikui Wang has 
been the first to take the opportunity 
this academic year.  
 

3. Participation in ACPMB activities, 
particularly by new members. I 
would like to encourage you to get 
more involved, such as volunteering 
to serve on the Board, proposing 
other activities that you’d like to see, 
or suggesting any areas for 
improvement – anything that would 
help to make the association better. 
This is YOUR association, and 
everyone’s opinion counts. Please 
email me (xiej@umanitoba.ca) or any 
of the board members, whenever you 
have ideas to share. 

 
In sum, I hope these activities will open up 
more opportunities for our members in 
teaching, research, and services to both 
universities and local communities. 
Thank you all again for your continuous 
support, and wish you all a fruitful new year! 
 
      Jiuyong XIE, President, 2014/2015, 
ACPMB 

1

1. More involvement in local 
community activities. Traditionally 
professors have been mostly confined 
to offices or “Ivory Towers” for teaching 
or research, particularly our colleagues 
in the Science departments/faculties. 
Recently, I have also heard more and 
more calls from colleagues for 
engagement in local community 
activities on and off campuses. I think 
this should be encouraged according 
to our Constitution on cultural and 
information exchange. Particularly for 
those colleagues in Social Sciences, 
this could be an important part of their 
duties in education and research. 
Therefore, we will have more 
discussions and activities in this 
aspect, and I hope more members will 
be interested in participating and 
thereby benefit from these activities. 
 

2. Continuous exchange with 
colleagues in China. This is another 
important part of our activities. As 
China’s economy has been growing at 
an amazingly fast speed, it is an 
excellent opportunity for us who have 
closer ties than other Canadian 
colleagues to take advantage. The 
University of Manitoba has set up a 
China Advisory Board under the 
direction of Dr. Garry Shen, Physiology 
Professor in the Faculty of Health 
Sciences. Several of our members 
including myself have volunteered to 
join this Advisory Board. I have also 
had discussions with several members, 
including Dr. Simon Liao and Jun Cai, 
for a group visit to universities in 
China. We are hoping that members 
will actively participate in the future for 
such activities. Moreover, thanks to the 
encouragement from the Chinese 
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1. Interdisciplinary 
exchanges  
In order to promote internal collaboration among 
our members in different disciplines, particularly for 
the junior faculty members, an interdisciplinary 
exchange session was arranged for April 12, 2014 
in Room 200 of the Education Building, University 
of Manitoba. Eighteen members joined in and 
shared their research, expertise, and wish lists for 
collaboration. In addition, local engineers from the 
APEGM Chinese Chapter were also invited to 
promote connections between local industries 
and Chinese scholars. 

  

A Tenure and promotion application 
workshop was arranged on May 2, 
2014.  Senior faculty members were 
invited to share with tenure-tracked 
professors their experience in tenure 
and promotion applications.  
 
  

A research grant application 
workshop was organized on Oct 
3, 2014. Senior members Liqun 
Wang, Kanzhi Liu, and Jiuyong 
Xie, who had successful grant 
applications such as NSERC, 
CHRP, and CIHR, shared their 
rich experience with junior 
fellows of this association.  

2. Tenure application 

3. Research Grant 
Application Seminar  

Scholarly exchanges 
among members in 2014 
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2014 Summer General Meeting of ACPMB 

The Association of Chinese Professors in Manitoba (ACPMB) held the Annual General 
Meeting on Saturday, September 13 at 6:00 pm at the Summer Palace Restaurant (夏苑) in 
Winnipeg. The traditional Mid-Autumn Festival fell in the same week, so the meeting was also 
a celebration of the festival with members and their families. Twenty-six members and their 
families, totaling 50 individuals, joined the party.  
 
The current president of the ACPMB, Prof. Peng, summarized the accomplishments from last 
year, which were mainly a grant-writing workshop, an academic information exchange 
session, and a tenure promotion workshop. Prof. Cui then reported the financial status of our 
association, followed by the election for ACPMB President-Elect and board members for the 
upcoming years (2014-2016) and the transition of the current presidency (Prof. Peng) to the 
new president (Prof. Xie).     
 
Consul Xu, the Consul from the Education Office at the Consulate General of PRC in Toronto, 
who came from Toronto particularly for the party, brought us the goodwill of the Consulate 
General towards ACPMB members as well as their will to continuously support our local 
association activities. Participants were deeply touched and inspired. We are not alone, with 
strong support from our motherland, in our work to promote Chinese-Canadian exchanges of 
culture and education. (By Kan-zhi Liu) 
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Two board meetings were arranged for Nov. 23, 2014 and Jan. 18, 2015.  Topics covered in these 
meetings were ACPMB bank account changes, fundraising activities for ACPMB activities, the 
2014/2015 newsletter, a visit to universities in China funded by 春晖计划, and the 2015 Chinese New 
Year’s dinner party. Particularly, a local community sub-committee was established to promote local 
community engagements of the ACPMB.  A public talk on recent immigrant issues, with potential 
contribution from the local provincial officer in the area, will be organized for April 18, 2015 
(tentatively) at the Education building, University of Manitoba. More specifics of these coming 
activities will be announced on the ACPMB website.  

Changes to the Constitution and Bylaws of ACPMB 
In early 2014, a new version of the Canada Not-for-profit Corporations Act (NFP act) was 
issued and a new set of rules established. The board of the ACPMB accordingly provided a 
list of changes to the Constitution and Bylaws of our association to members at the Annual 
General Meeting held on Sept 13, 2014, and it was voted positively. The main changes are 
summarized in the following:  

a. B3: deleted the sentences regarding “Removal of Board members”, which has 
been provided as a simple majority vote by the NFP act. 

b. B6, para.1: deleted. “There shall be an Annual Meeting held at a time and place 
set by the Executive Board” is supposed to be by default by the NFP act. 

c. B8 and its para.1: deleted. “The annual meeting will elect Auditors to audit the 
financial statement of the Association” is required by default by the NFP act. 
Corporations with gross annual revenues of less than 1 million can choose not to 
appoint a public accountant as auditor by majority vote. 

d. B11, para.1: deleted. “All amendments or repeals of Bylaws shall not be enforced 
or acted upon until the approval of the Minister of Industry Canada has been 
obtained” will not be required in the NFP act. 

e. B11, para.2: deleted the words “and approval by the Minister of Industry 
Canada”. 

f. Numbering of the bylaws is changed accordingly after removal of the above. 

Current Board 
Members 
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Supporting 
Chinese students  

 
On September 5, 2014, Professors Liao, Kong, Xie, 
Li, and Peng met with new Chinese students at the 
orientation held at the University Center. They shared 
their experiences of living and studying at universities 
in Canada as international students. Also, on Sept 25, 
Yi Li, Ying Kong, and Qiang Zhang met with students 
offering advice on course registration and other 
issues for new students at the University of Manitoba. 

Hosting visiting scholars 
from Mainland China 

ACPMB web page was updated for the member profiles 
 
 By Jun CAI 
  
The official website of the Association of Chinese Professors in Manitoba (ACPMB) is 
http://acpmb.org. Here, you can find almost everything related to the association, including 
bylaws, ACPMB-organized events (past and future as well as photo archives), membership 
database, and annual newsletters. This is also a window to announce activities (gatherings, 
workshops, and seminars) coming in the near future. Please visit this online home of the 
association from time to time to see what’s new in Manitoba’s community of Chinese 
professors.   
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The Hong Kong, Macao and Overseas Scholars Collaborative Research Project is an important talent 
program funded by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC). This program aims to 
attract overseas Chinese scholars to establish high-level collaborations with domestic scholars in 
Mainland China. The overseas applicant should be under 50 years old, hold the equivalent of an 
associate professor or a higher academic position, and have made outstanding scientific and 
technological achievements in frontier research. To apply for the projects in this program, the overseas 
applicant should sign a research agreement with the research institution of his/her domestic 
collaborator in Mainland China. The agreement should include: the title of the collaborative research 
project and its research objectives and the commitment of the domestic research institution to provide 
the required laboratory equipment, manpower, materials, and other research resources to support the 
collaborative project. 
 
The overseas scholar program of the NSFC uses the "2 + 4" funding mode. After successfully carrying 
out the initial 2-year project (200,000 yuan), the overseas PI may apply for the continuation of funding 
for the follow-up 4-year project (2 million yuan). Applying for the 4-year project requires the overseas 
PI to attend in person an interview with the NSFC review committee. In 2013, the NSFC received 383 
applications for the 2-year projects, of which 120 were funded; in the same year, the NSFC received 61 
applications for the follow-up 4-year projects, of which 20 were funded. 
 
Dr. Can-Ming Hu, from the Department of Physics and Astronomy, the University of Manitoba, was 
granted by the overseas scholar program of the NSFC. He was funded for a 2-year project from 2012 to 
2013, and his application for the 4-year follow-up project (2015-2018) was also approved in 2014. In 
his experience, the Overseas Scholars Collaborative Research Project of the NSFC is very helpful for 
enhancing research collaboration with China. The NSFC project has enabled his former PhD student, 
Prof. Xiaolong Fan at Lanzhou University, to introduce an innovative measurement method from the U 
of M to Lanzhou University, setting Prof. Fan’s group in the leading position of studying magnetization 
dynamics in China. The project has also benefited Dr. Hu’s group by selecting and recruiting well-
motivated graduate students from Lanzhou University for the U of M. Funded by the NSFC project, the 
two collaborative groups have jointly published about 10 papers since 2012, including one in Physics 
Review Letters, which is the most prestigious physics journal that publishes major advances in 
fundamental physics research. 

 
National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) 

Overseas Scholars Collaborative Research Projects 
 

http://www.nsfc.gov.cn/nsfc/cen/xmzn/2015xmzn/13/index.html 
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On Sept 23, 2014, the Chinese Consulate in Toronto hosted a China National Day Party at the 
Fort Garry Hotel, Winnipeg. ACPMB Board members, representatives of local Chinese 
associations and international students were invited. Governmental officials from Manitoba and 
Winnipeg also attended the party. Local Chinese artists and dancers presented wonderful 
performances. It is worth noting that in the early afternoon before the party, Consul Fang Li met 
with some members of the ACPMB on the campus of the University of Manitoba and exchanged 
on some main concerns of ACPMB members such as China visa, the Chunhui Program, and 
funding opportunity for Chinese language training in Canada.  

2014 China National Day Party 
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Welcoming the Year of the Goat!  
 

Oil painting by Kan-Zhi LIU 
Poem by Ying KONG 

Though not a lonely stranger in this beautiful land 
On the special occasion of Spring Festival in the homeland 
More than ever we miss people we know from that glorious band 
But we share this festival with you, my friend  
No matter whether you are on this end or that end 
All the best for the year of the ram we send 
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Welcoming the Year of the Goat!  
 

Oil paintings by Kan-Zhi LIU   
Poems by Xi YANG 

 

秋雁: 
羽衣弄影一方恋； 
金水流霞五彩波。 
 

秋叶： 
山风运笔叶流彩； 
秋水铺笺影作图。 
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FEATURED PROFESSOR    

I began my appointment in July 2008 as an Assistant Professor in the area of Second 
Language Education in the Department of Curriculum, Teaching and Learning, Faculty of 
Education. Previously, I was a Post-doctoral Fellow in Hope Research in the Department of 
Educational Psychology, University of Alberta and the Hope Foundation of Alberta (July 2006-
June 2008), a Myer Horowitz Teacher Education Research Scholar at the Centre for 
Research for Teacher Education and Development, University of Alberta (September 2004-
June 2006), and a College English teacher at the Department of Foreign Languages, Tongji 
University, Shanghai, China (September 1989-January 1998). As of March 2015, I will have 
been in Canada for 17 years. Looking back, I now see more clearly how my identity as an 
English teacher in China has been changing and evolving into who I am and who I am 
becoming as a teacher educator, researcher, colleague, and member of multiple communities 
in Canada.  
 
 
Becoming an English Teacher in China 
 
 
When I was in Grade 4 in an elementary school in Shanghai  
in 1976, English - my favorite school subject besides Chinese  
was compulsory in the curriculum. Most of my classmates did  
not like studying English at that time; however, I loved this  
foreign language the moment I began learning it. I continued  
to excel in English throughout my junior and senior high school 
years, and eventually I decided to major in English Language 
and Literature when I began my undergraduate studies at the  
English Department, Shanghai International Studies University in the fall of 1985. I did not 
plan to become an English teacher, as teaching was not the most popular career choice at 
that time. However, when I was a second-year student, I tutored a Grade 3 girl in elementary 
school English, and I really enjoyed that experience. In the summer of 1988, I was offered an 
opportunity to teach an English Conversation course for adults at my university. I loved that 
two-month summer teaching job so much that I changed my mind and became an English 
teacher one year later when I graduated with my Bachelor of Arts degree. 
 
I carried my passion for English language learning into my teaching. My first two years of 
teaching were alongside first- and second-year university science majors who needed to pass  
 

From English Teacher in China to Teacher Educator 
in Canada: The Story of My Journey    By Yi LI 
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FEATURED PROFESSOR  

 
the national College English Test (CET) Level Four in order to receive their Bachelor of 
Science degrees. As an English language and literature major, I was very confident and 
comfortable in my knowledge of the English language. However, with no formal training in 
pedagogy, I found myself drawing on my own language-learning experiences as a student to 
help inform my teaching practice. This became an issue for me in my third and fourth year, 
when I worked with a group of English majors who would become high-school English 
teachers after two years of intensive study. I realized that my knowledge of the English 
language alone was not enough for me to help them become more effective English teachers. 
Therefore, I participated in a competition for a government scholarship to study for the 
Postgraduate Diploma in English Language Teaching at the National Institute of Education in 
Singapore. I won the scholarship and went to Singapore in July 1994 to complete this 10-
month program. However, when I returned to teach in the following September, I was 
assigned to teach the science majors again, helping them to pass the CET test. The new 
concept of Communicative Language Teaching that I had learned in Singapore and had come 
to believe to be the best way to teach English was useless in this exam-oriented system. After 
struggling for a couple of years, I finally decided to pursue my Master of Education degree in 
second language education overseas. I chose to come to Canada because my husband, 
Guojie ZHOU, had already been in Alberta for several years.     
   
 
Becoming a Teacher Educator in Canada 
 
I came to the Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta hoping to learn the best English 
teaching method that I could take back home and use to teach my university students in 
Shanghai more effectively. However, during the first several months in Edmonton, I didn’t 
quite understand why my body felt so exhausted at the end of each day. I didn’t do any 
strenuous physical exercises. I just went to my three graduate classes once a week, sat 
there, and listened for three hours each time. I seldom spoke in class because I didn’t know 
what my Canadian classmates were talking about and how to join the class discussions! I 
knew they were speaking English, but I couldn’t understand them. When I did understand 
them and wanted to say something, I often found that I could think much faster than I could 
express my ideas in English. I felt frustrated because I was forever catching up with a moving 
target, always one step behind. Too slow to follow the train of ideas! Too late to offer a 
response! Too tired to remain alert and ready to learn! The English language I loved studying 
in China seemed out of my control here in Canada. The comfort and confidence I once had 
with the English language over many years of study disappeared rapidly. 
 

(Continued) 
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Because of my own struggles as a new graduate student at that time, I became interested in 
learning more about Chinese international students’ experiences in Canada. In my Master’s 
thesis I explored the transitional experiences of four international high school students from 
China and the challenges they faced in moving from a Chinese high school to a Canadian 
high school and later from the Canadian high school to a Canadian university. My doctoral 
dissertation continued this exploration and interpretation of the experiences of international 
students. It was a narrative inquiry into the experiences and meanings of home and 
homelessness among international students. In my post-doctoral research, I engaged in a 
narrative inquiry into the experiences of hope for Chinese newcomers learning English in 
high school. I explored hope as a narrative construction, integrating diverse literature on ESL 
teaching and learning, hope studies, and narrative inquiry. 
 
It was during my doctoral studies that I began working with pre-service teachers in Alberta, 
helping them to understand how they might work alongside newcomer children, youth, 
parents, and families more effectively. I also worked with two groups of English teachers 
from elementary and secondary schools in Japan and South Korea on two summer teacher 
education programs organized and led by Dr. Olenka Bilash and Dr. Leslie Crawford, 
respectively. The goals of these 4-week-long professional development projects were to help 
the teachers improve not only their English language proficiency but also their teaching 
techniques. I really enjoyed working alongside pre- and in-service teachers.  
 
I felt privileged that I was able to join the Faculty of Education here at the University of 
Manitoba. Since July 2008 I have taught 4 undergraduate courses: Principles and 
Procedures of Second Language Teaching (EDUB 1620); Teaching ESL/EAL Grammar 
(EDUB 1650); Teaching a Heritage, Aboriginal, or International Language 2 (EDUB 2350); 
and Fundamentals of ESL/EAL Instruction (EDUB 5580). As I believe teaching is both an art 
and a science, key in each of the courses that I have taught is an ongoing autobiographical 
narrative inquiry into the undergraduate students' own second language learning and 
teaching experiences. I want to help the students discover or uncover their beliefs and 
assumptions about second language learning and teaching in order to gain insights into how 
these may have developed and to understand how they might shape their future teaching 
practices with newcomer ESL/EAL children, youth, parents, and families. I want the students 
to understand deeply what it is like to be a second language learner in a strange new place 
in addition to learning the technical part of how to teach a second language.  
 
Since July 2008 I have taught 3 graduate courses: Research Issues and Applications in 
TESL (EDUB 7220); Critical Applied Linguistics in a Global Context (EDUB 7212); and 
Narrative Inquiry in Educational Research (EDUA 7860). Central in my planning for these 
courses is the encouragement of students to relate their personal and professional 
experiences to the course readings in order to understand the issues and tensions they lived 
with as teachers in new and different ways. Through weekly written responses to course   

FEATURED PROFESSOR  

(Continued) 
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readings, participating in work-in-progress groups to share and respond to one another’s 
work, and participating in whole group conversations around the insights, wonders, and new 
questions that emerged in their individual readings, students grew in their understandings of 
what it meant to do educational research in second language education. It was wonderful to 
see some of these students, who had begun their programs feeling doubtful about their ability 
to complete research projects or theses, changed their minds and developed clear ideas for 
their research studies towards the end of their coursework!  
   
My program of research around Chinese international students' experiences in Canada has 
continued to evolve. I am currently interested in exploring their post-graduation transition into 
the Canadian labour market as potential new citizens of Canada. In addition, I have just 
finished translating Dr. Jean Clandinin's new book, Engaging in Narrative Inquiry (2013), from 
English into Chinese. It was collaboration with Dr. Quan XU, a professor from the School of 
Foreign Languages, Central China Normal University in Wuhan. This book will be published 
by the Chongqing University Press in April 2015. It will be a useful resource not only for my 
Chinese graduate students who are interested in learning more about narrative inquiry but 
find it difficult to read the original English text, but also for those researchers and graduate 
students in China who want to use narrative inquiry as their research methodology.     
 
Since July 2008, I have served the Faculty of Education at the University of Manitoba as a 
member of 6 active committees: Second Language Area Group, Senior-Years Stream, 
Middle-Years Stream, Graduate Studies Committee, Doctoral Studies Committee, and the 
Education and Nursing Research Ethics Board. My service to the broader educational 
community has included a recent invitation to join the editorial board of Reflective Practice: 
International and Multidisciplinary Perspectives and to chair the Outstanding Publication 
Award Committee of the Narrative Research Special Interest Group of the American 
Educational Research Association. I have also served the broader community as a member 
of the Teaching English as an Additional Language Manitoba Executive Board and the Board 
of Directors for Campus Daycare.  
 
My journey from being an English teacher in Shanghai to a teacher educator in Winnipeg has 
been shaped through opportunities to learn alongside many students, teaching and research 
colleagues, pre- and in-service teachers, research participants, friends, and family. I am very 
grateful for the presence of each of these people in my life.    
 
 

FEATURED PROFESSOR  

(Continued) 


